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" And whereas, there are several barracks, in several places in His Majesty's said dominions in America; or some of them, provided by the Colonies for lodging of soldiers, in view of quarters; for the ease and conveniency, as well of the inhabitants in such Colonies, as of the soldiers so put out, and placed in such barracks, or in hired, or uninhabited houses, out houses, barns, and other buildings. They shall be from tirafc to time furnished and supplied there, by the persons to be authorized and appointed for that purpose, by the Governor and Council of each respective province; or upon neglect or refusal of such Governor and Council, in any province; then by two justices of the peace, residing in or near such places, with candles, fire, vinegar, salt, bedding, and utensils for cooking their victuals, and small beer, or cider, not exceeding five pints, or half a pint of rum, mixed with a quart of water, to each man, without paying therefor,
Be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the respective provinces shall pay unto such persons, &c."*
The more sagacious of the opposition viewed this law, as it was, an incipient step towards establishing a standing army in the Colonies, to overawe the people, and enforce obedience to the acts of the Ministry. And the more resolved and intrepid of the Sons of Liberty, banded themselves to resist compliance with its mandates ; the ostensible reasons of which, were for the preservation of the public property, and the protection of the citizens from the violence of popular tumults.
Requisitions f had been made upon the Assembly by the Lieutenant Governor, for supplies under the act, and a committee, was raised to take them into consideration, and the House, nem. con., passed the following resolves of their Committee.
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that when his Majesty's forces are quartered in barracks be-
^Holt's Papers. t Holt's Papers, and Journal of the Assembly.